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An Assessment of Housing
of Indian, White, and Black Residents
in Two Rural Louisiana Communities
Forrest A. Deseran, Robert Mullen, and Gary Stokley
Introduction
Considerable research has recently centered around problems of defin-
ing, measuring, and assessing quality of life (e.g. Andrews and Withey,
1976; Campbell etal., 1976). Despite the inherent difficulties in concep-
tualization and measurement of such an elusive concept, there is general
agreement that housing is of central importance to the concerns of most
people. Because one's private dwelling is to a large degree the primary
arena of everyday life , attempts to deal with the state of people' s well-being
should include consideration of housing situations.
Although most housing research has focused on urban areas, it has been
estimated that in 1976 there were about 2 million rural families living in
substandard housing in the United States (Bird and Kampe, 1977). Al-
though this is a large number (about 1 0 percent of rural families) , this figure
is much lower than in 1 950 when approximately 59 percent of rural families
lived in substandard housing. Despite indications that housing conditions
in non-metropolitan areas are continuing to improve (Bird and Kampe,
1977), the fact remains that a significant segment of our rural population
continues to live in poor housing.
But research on the quality of rural housing and the effects of housing
circumstances upon rural residents remains scarce. Housing policy has
traditionally been based upon objective indicators of housing quality (i.e.,
plumbing, state of repair, rent outlay, crowding, etc.). And as such,
housing programs have focused on improving physical aspects of housing
with the assumption that attendent social problems would be improved.
However, as a number of social scientists have indicated, improvements of
physical aspects of housing have not necessarily resulted in noticeably
improved living circumstances for residents (Rent, 1975). This suggests
*Assistant Professor, Research Associate, and Research Assistant, respectively, De-
partment of Sociology and Rural Sociology, LSU Agricultural Experiment Station, Baton
Rouge.
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that housing research needs to include, in addition to objective indicators of
housing quality , other potentially related factors (Zey-Ferrell etal., 1 977)
.
The experiences of different groups of people (as defined by age, race,
income, etc.) with housing have been examined in various studies. One
common finding has been that racial identity tends to be related both to
objective conditions and to subjective evaluations of housing (Rent, 1975;
Andrews and Withey, 1976; Campbell et al., 1976; Bird and Kampe,
1977). Nonwhite and lower income groups generally are less satisfied than
white and upper income groups with their housing conditions. In addition,
Bird and Kampe (1977) report that blacks and the aged are occupying
increasing proportions of substandard rural housing although they repre-
sent a smaller share of the total rural population.
The general objective of this study is to take a close look at housing in
two southern Louisiana communities which reflect some of the problems of
specific groups noted in rural housing research. The unique racial mix of
these two communities offers an ideal setting to examine intensively
objective and subjective aspects of rural housing across racial lines. De-
spite the existing data which suggest non-white residents tend to fare less
favorably than white residents in housing, no extensive research has
attempted to compare Indian, black, and white housing within the same
geographical area. Such a comparative examination is important if infer-
ences are to be made concerning the effects of racial identity, as opposed to
geographical setting or other related factors, upon housing.
Pursuant to attaining the general objective of this study, several specific
objectives can be identified:
1. To compare objective aspects of housing. This includes the overall
physical condition of housing, types of structures, levels of crowding, and
ownership of household items.
2. To assess the relationships between characteristics of residents (in-
come, employment status, age, education, and family size) and objective
housing conditions.
3. To assess the relationship between subjective reactions to housing
conditions (satisfaction with private dwelling and willingness to move to
other dwellings) and resident characteristics (family size, income, age, and
education).
4. To explore the relationship between objective conditions of housing
and resident satisfaction with housing.
5. To analyze resident orientations toward housing in terms of general
observations and insights gained from non-structured interviews and ob-
servations.
Before reporting the methods employed and the findings of this study, it
is important to provide some background on the communities selected. As
mentioned, selection of these communities was based upon their unique
racial characteristics.
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The Setting: Dulac and Grand Caillou
The Dulac and Grand Caillou communities are in an area referred to by
Bertrand (1955:29) as "one of the largest cultural islands in rural
Louisiana. ' ' Geographically, these communities are located in Terrebonne
Parish, the largest parish in Louisiana, and situated on low-lying flatlands
surrounded by bayous and salt marshes. The physical appearance of the
communities varies little in comparison with other fishing oriented com-
munities in the Gulf area. Inhabitants have settled in a line village fashion
with dwellings located along each of the roads running parallel with Bayou
Grand Caillou and Bayou Dulac for approximately 8 miles.
The racial composition of these communities is of particular importance.
The population is predominantly composed of members of the Houma
Indian tribe. ^ Although Louisiana has had many Indian tribes in its history,
only five remain identifiable today of which the Houma are the largest. The
Indians in the Dulac/Grand Caillou area are the largest of eight subcom-
munities of Houma in Louisiana. The cultural background of these Indians
has been diluted and changed primarily under the influence of the French.
The result is that there are few if any remnants of their language or culture,
and "Cajun French" cultural characteristics predominate (Parenton and
Pellegrin, 1950).
The history of this particular racial group can be traced back to the end of
the 18th century when the Houma tribe and remnants of two other tribes
settled in the vicinity (Stanton, 1971; Roy, 1959). By the first decades of
the 19th century, white settlers with their slaves settled in Terrebonne
Parish. Because the white setders, who were primarily French, desired to
farm the land, descendants of the tribes were pushed farther back into the
major bayous leading to the Gulf of Mexico. The Indians offered little
resistance, apparently because of their lack of interest in farming. From the
intermixture of whites, blacks, and Indians through the years there has
evolved a group called "Sabine," a term applied primarily to Indians
having a tri-racial heritage (Parenton and Pellegrin, 1950; Roy, 1959).^ At
present there are various estimates as to the number of Indians in Ter-
rebonne and adjacent LaFourche Parish, although the number appears to be
about 1,800 for the area studied (Table 1).
According to all available documented information, the Indian popula-
^The tribal origins of the Indians located in Terrebonne Parish is not clear cut, but there is
sufficient evidence that the predominant Indian predecessors were Houma. See Parenton
and Pellegrin (1950) for a detailed account of the historical background of this group.
^Our observations suggest that the term "Sabine" is not currently used by the Indians to
refer to themselves and is considered by many to be a derogatory referent. See Roy (1959)
for further substantiation of this observation.
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Table 1.—Terrebonne Parish population figures^ by ward,^ 1977
Ward White Black Indian Total
1 10,456 1 ,748 0 1 2,240
oz OAAyoo TOO u 1 OQQ1 ,ZOO
3 o/,UzU /, iUU oUo AAA OO44,4zo
A4 O OX.Az,oOO >4 O 14o 1 1 TO!1 ,/y 1 C 1 oo0, 1 Jo
5 3,271 42 6 3,313
6 2,549 166 571 3,286
'7 6,203 734 118 7,055
8 1,785 1,285 8 3,078
9 2,488 195 28 2,711
10 2,326 767 191 3,284
^Census developed by the Management and Development Service for the Terrebonne Parish Police Jury,
1977.
^Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac are in Ward 4, but do not compose the entire v/ard.
tion has been a loosely structured group lacking political organization. It
has recently become more tightly-knit and organized because of issues
involving better schools, improved roads, land ownership, and civil rights
(Fischer, 1968; Stanton, 1971; Roy and Leary, 1977). Missionaries and
clergy from the Catholic and Protestant faiths have rendered aid and
assistance to the Houma from the early 1900's until today.
The majority of the Indians live in the Dulac area at the southern end of
the community on the west side of Bayou Grand Caillou. A bridge connects
the eastern side of Bayou Caillou to Bayou Dulac and another settlement
which is predominandy Indian. This area is known as Lower Dulac. Most
Indian males earn their living through fishing, trapping, or some other
coast-related activity.
The majority of white residents live on the east side of Bayou Grand
Caillou. This settlement represents the largest population cluster in the area
and contains a majority of the business establishments and local services.
The white residents in general own and operate the various businesses in
the area and work in coast-related industrial jobs (oil fields, industrial
labor, tug boat operations, etc.).
Black residents represent the smallest subpopulation in this area. Most of
the black residences are clustered in the northern part of Grand Caillou in an
area known locally as Bobtown. This area is surrounded by large cane
fields and is probably a vestigal remnant of the former plantation system
(Stanton, 1971). Black males apparently work in coast-related industries
with many of the black women working in local fish canneries and seafood
processing plants.
The outside elements influencing these communities must not be over-
looked. Southern Terrebonne Parish is the site of some of the richest natural
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resources in the state (oil and gas). Hence there have been numerous legal
contests over ownership of land, mineral rights, etc. , between the original
inhabitants and outside groups (Fischer, 1968). Because of the extensive
ownership of land by oil interests, most of the property in the Dulac area is
leased from these companies by residents.
Methodology
The Sample. Fifty percent of the households in the Dulac area and 25
percent of the households in the Grand Caillou/Bobtown area were selected
for interviews (N=216). State highway maps, corrected by physical in-
spections of the areas, were used to determine the households to be
interviewed. After randomly selecting the first household on each identifi-
able block, interviewers approached every other dwelling in the Dulac area
and every fourth dwelling in the Grand Caillou/Bobtown area. The Dulac
area was "over-sampled" to compensate for the fact that considerably
fewer persons lived in the area. In cases of refusals or inability to contact
residents, interviewers alternately selected residences on either side of the
target household.
Local interviewers were selected because of the large number of resi-
dents who speak only French. Despite reservations about using indigenous
interviewers, they were found to be very effective. They were conscien-
tious, accurate, and most important, able to gain access to households
where outsiders may have been less well received. Furthermore, the
interviewers were able to establish accurately the racial identity of respon-
dents, a task which would have been much more problematic for outsiders.
Assessment ofHousing. An objective assessment of housing conditions
was obtained by pictorially surveying resident dwellings. The technique
used was developed by the Texas Department of Community Affairs
(1973) and has been used to assess housing for the region in which the
current study is located (South Central Planning and Development Com-
mission, 1975).^ The method involves visually assessing 10 external
properties of dwellings: (1) appearance of neighborhood, (2) appearance of
boundary of property, (3) appearance of lawn and shrubs, (4) condition of
roof, (5) condition of exterior wall surfaces, (6) condition of front entry-
way, (7) condition of doors and trim around doors, (8) condition of
windows and trim around windows, (9) evidence of electricity, and (10)
evidence of plumbing. Each of these items is compared to a set of photo-
graphs from the Texas Housing Pictorial Survey which serve as the criteria
^The South Central Planning and Development Commission covers six parishes: As-
sumption, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, LaFourche, and Terrebonne. The
housing assessment for this district was conducted by the Planning Commission in 1975.
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forjudging the quality of each. The photographs are ranked on a 7-point
scale providing a basis for developing composite scores for each dwelling.
To obtain data consistent with the previous research in the region, the
assigned scores for each characteristic were weighted as done in the
Louisiana survey (Appendix A). The cumulative total of these weighted
scores represents the quality rating for each housing structure. These
cumulative ratings were then categorized according to the scales used by
the South Central Planning and Development Commission:
1.0 - 2.4 = Good (Standard)
2.5 - 3.6 = Fair (Standard)
3.7-4.5 = Poor (Substandard)
4.6-7.0 = Dilapidated (Substandard)
Replication of these standard scores gave us a basis from which compari-
sons could be made of the communities studied relative to the region and
parish.^
Housing data were also obtained from items on the interview schedule.
Demographic data included family size, number of rooms, household
items owned (i.e., refrigerator, air conditioning, etc.), ownership status,
type of dwelling, and so on. Subjective assessments of dwellings were
derived from responses to two questions: (1) "In general, how satisfied are
you with your home?" Responses ranged from "very satisfied" to "very
dissatisfied." (2) "Would you move to a better dwelling if provided?"
Responses were either "yes" or "no" with an indication of where respon-
dents would prefer to live if they answered "yes".
In addition to the structured interviews and housing assessment
strategies, the authors visited homes and informally talked to a variety of
residents. Although this aspect of the research cannot be accurately quan-
tified, useful insights and information came to light which, as will be
discussed later, supplemented and aided in the interpretation of the more
quantifiable data.
Analysis of the Findings. Findings from the pictorial housing assess-
ment and interview survey will first be presented descriptively. Region and
parish data will be compared to the findings from the Dulac and Grand
•These categories are defined as follows: Good—standard housing requiring little or no
repair; Fair—standard housing requiring minor repair; Poor—substandard housing requir-
ing major repair; and Dilapidated—substandard housing virtually beyond repair (South
Central Planning and Development Commission, 1 975). Although there may be some ques-
tions concerning the study conducted 1 year earlier, it was felt that (1 ) the instrument was
sufficiently structured to allow reliable results across different researchers, and (2) housing
conditions likely would not change significantly within a 1 -year period.
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Caillou/Bobtown communities when possible. Following this, factors re-
lated to housing conditions and subjective responses to housing will be
explored in detail. This level of analysis will entail a variety of statistical
techniques, to be discussed when used, as appropriate for the type of data
and questions being addressed.
Findings
Comparing Objective Housing Conditions with Parish and Regional Data
The results of the housing assessment for the Grand Caillou and Dulac
communities are presented with the results from the South Central Planning
and Development Commission study for the region and Terrebonne Parish
in Figure 1 . These data suggest that although the physical condition of
housing in Terrebonne Parish is comparable to the overall results for the
six-parish region, the Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac areas contain a
substantially higher percentage of substandard housing (defined as poor or
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Figure 1 .- Condition of housing units for region^ Terrebonne Parish^ Grand Caillou/
Bobtown^, and Dulac^.
'Source: South Central Planning and Development Commission, 1975. Region includes
Assumption, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, LaFourche, and
Terrebonne parishes.
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
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dilapidated). There is also a noticeable difference between the two com-
munity areas with the housing in Dulac rated notably more substandard
than the housing in Grand Caillou/Bobtown.
The condition of housing units by race (nonwhites vs. white)^ is com-
pared with regional data in Figure 2. There is a distinct difference between
white and nonwhite housing quality in each of the areas with the white
housing units consistently scoring higher than nonwhite housing units.
These results indicate that the lower quality of housing in the Grand
Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac communities is not necessarily due to a pre-
ponderance of minority residents in the area. The quality of housing is
lower for both whites and nonwhites when compared to the region.
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Figure 2. - Condition of housing units for region^. Grand Caillou/Bobtown^, and
Dulac^ for vs4iite and non-white residents.
'Source: South Central Planning and Development Commission, 1975. Region includes
Assumption, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, LaFourche, and
Terrebonne parishes.
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
^Black and Indian respondents were collapsed into a "nonwhite" subgroup in order to
conform to the regional data which reflects these two categories.
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Table 2.—Percent of combined Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac area residents living
in high, medium, and low-rated dwellings by race, 1976
Condition of Dwelling (Score)
High Medium Low
Race Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n)
White 50.6 (42) 19.3 (16) 30.1 (25)
Indian 17.2 (20) 39.7 (46) 43.1 (50)
Black 5.9 (1) 29.4 (5) 64.7 (11)
X2= 33.304, 4DF, p<.0001.
In order to statistically assess the nature of differences in quality of
housing across racial groups, house ratings have been trichotomized into
high, medium, and low categories.^ Table 2 presents the results of chi
square analysis for housing condition by race. As can be seen, there is a
wide disparity in housing conditions between racial groups (X^=33.304,
p<0.0001).
Mobile Homes. One important aspect of the housing situation in the
Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac communities is the high percentage of
mobile homes: about 27 percent in Grand Caillou/Bobtown and 47 percent
in Dulac. As depicted in Figure 3, the preponderance of mobile homes fall
in the standard category and therefore can be considered a major con-
tributor to the overall percentage of housing rated as standard. This effect is
most marked for the nonwhite housing in both community areas, especially
in Dulac. Taking mobile homes into consideration in the housing assess-
ment (Figure 3), the percentage of substandard houses increases substan-
tially for frame houses. Over half of the frame houses in Dulac, for
example, are rated substandard. It is clear that in terms of the criteria used
to rate these dwellings, the presence of mobile homes contributes to more
positive overall scores.^
Other Objective Housing-Related Factors
Density. The U.S. Bureau of Census defines overcrowding as a condi-
tion where there is more than one person per room for a housing unit. Data
in Figure 4 for density (persons per room) for the Dulac and Grand
^This was accomplished by dividing the distribution of scores for the entire sample into
three groups with approximately equal numbers of scores.
^Results of a T-test for differences between mean condition scores of mobile homes and
frame houses support this observation: mobile home mean score = 3.18, frame house mean
score = 3.37, T = -2.806, p<0.01.
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Figure 3.- Condition of housing units by race and type of dwelling for Grand Caillou/
Bobtown and Dulac\
^ Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
Caillou/Bobtown communities is based upon the present survey and data
for the region from the South Central Planning and Development Commis-
sion survey (1975). These findings indicate that the level of crowding is
comparatively high for nonwhites in both the region and target com-
munities. The differences across district and community areas, however,
are not extreme. It is interesting to note that while the two categories
representing the highest density reflect almost one-fourth of the Dulac
Indian households, this same group has the largest percentage of non-
crowded units for nonwhites. The differences in density noted between
races is partially explained by differential family sizes. Data in Table 3
show that the nonwhite households are much more likely than white
households to have large families.
Family Income.^ The results presented in Table 4 represent 77.3 per-
cent of the sampled households which were willing to report income range.
These findings suggest that the black families reported substantially lower
incomes than either Indian or white families. About 65 percent of the black
^Because family income was not included in the Regional survey, only results from our
sample are included here.
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Region Grand Caillou/Bobtown Dulac
White Non-
White
White Indian Blacl( White Indian
Legend
Persons
Per Room
Adequate
1.0 or less
Overcrowded
1.01-1.50
1.51-2.0
2.01 or more
Figure 4.- Persons per room for region \ Grand Caillou/Bobtown 2, and Dulac by race.
^Source: South Central Planning and Development Commission, 1975. Region includes
Assumption, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, Lafourche, and Ter-
rebonne parishes.
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
Table 3.—Number of persons per household in combined Grand Caillou/Bobtown and
Dulac communities^ and the U.S.^ by race
Nonwhite
Number of Persons White Indian Black Totals U.S., 1974
In Household
Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n)
1-2 24.4 (20) 14.8 (17) 11.1 (2) 18.1 (39) 49.8
3-4 50.0 (41) 31.3 (36) 27.8 (5) 38.1 (82) 32.7
5-6 17.1 (14) 25.2 (29) 50.0 (9) 24.2 (52) 13.7
7+ 8.5 (7) 28.7 (33) 11.1 (2) 19.6 (42) 3.8
Totals 100% (82) 100% (115) 100% (18) 100% (215) 100%
Mean Number per
Household 3.8 5.2 5.0
^Source: Survey by Authors, 1976.
^Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1975.
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Table 4.—Reported family income categories^ for residents of Grand Caillou/Bobtown
and Dulac^ by race
RACE
INCOME White Nonwhite
RANGE TOTALS
Indian Black
Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n)
Under $5,000 29.3 (17) 24.7 (21) 64.7 (11) 30.6 (49)
$5,000-9,999 22.4 (13) 37.6 (32) 23.5 (4) 30.6 (49)
$10,000-14,999 27.6 (16) 25.9 (22) 5.9 (1) 24.5 (39)
$15,000-19,999 12.1 (7) 10.6 (9) 5.9 (1) 10.6 (17)
$20,000 or more 8.6 (5) 1.2 (1) 0.0 (0) 3.7 (6)
GRAND TOTALS 100.0 (58) 100.0 (85) 100.0 (17) 100.0 (160)
^77.3% of the respondents reported their income range.
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
families reported annual incomes under $5,000 as compared to 25 percent
for Indian and 29.3 percent for white respondents. At the higher income
levels about 21 percent of the white households reported incomes over
$15,000 as compared to about 12 percent of the Indian and 6 percent of the
black households.
Household Conveniences. Respondents were asked to indicate owner-
ship of a number of household conveniences . As can be seen in Table 5 , the
general tendency is for white households to report ownership of such items
more frequently than nonwhite households. Nearly all households reported
having such amenities as piped water, gas or electric range, electricity, and
refrigerators. Ownership dropped off considerably for such items as vac-
uum cleaners, sewing machines, and central heat.
Employment of Heads of Households. Employment status (Table 6)
reflects a relatively high level of unemployment for heads of households
(23.9 percent). Subtracting the retired category still results in an overall
16.3 percent unemployment rate for sampled households (7.7 percent for
white, 18.6 percent for Indian, and 38.9 percent for black heads of
households). Interestingly, about one-third of the black heads of house-
holds reported unemployment due to disabilities. This compares to 8
percent for Indian and 5.1 percent for white unemployed heads of house-
holds reporting disabilities. The majority of employed heads of households
for all races are salaried or hourly paid employees.
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Table 5.—Percentage of Grand Cailiou/Bobtown and Dulac households owning con-
veniences by race^
Household Items
Non-white
White Indians Blacks Total
Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n)
1 . Electricity 98.8 (82) 100.0 (1 16) 100.0 (17) 99.6 (215)
2. Gas or Electric Range 98.8 (82) 97.4 (113) 100.0 (17) 98.7 (212)
3. Piped Water 98.8 (82) 96.6 (112) 94.1 (16) 96.5 (210)
4. Mechanical Refrigerator 95.2 (79) 87.1 (101) 100.0 (17) 94.1 (197)
5. Bath/Shower 95.2 (79) 87.9 (102) 94.1 (16) 92.4 (197)
6. Inside Flush Toilet 95.2 (79) 87.9 (102) 94.1 (16) 92.4 (197)
7. Septic Tank 80.0 (66) 78.4 (91) 94.1 (16) 84.2 (173)
8. Washing Machine 96.4 (80) 85.3 (99) 64.7 (11) 82.1 (190)
9. Hot Water Heater 88.0 (73) 75.0 (87) 82.4 (14) 81.8 (174)
10. Telephone 90.4 (75) 63.8 (74) 82.4 (14) 78.9 (163)
1 1 . Freezer 81.9 (68) 46.6 (54) 76.5 (13) 68.3 (135)
12. Air Conditioner 81.9 (68) 56.9 (66) 58.8 (10) 65.9 (144)
13. Clothes Dryer 83.1 (69) 62.9 (73) 46.1 (8) 64.4 (150)
14. Color T.V. 75.9 (63) 49.1 (57) 47.1 (8) 57.4 (128)
15. Black & White T.V. 43.4 (36) 50.9 (59) 76.5 (13) 56.9 (108)
16. Sewing Machine 72.3 (60) 45.7 (53) 47.1 (8) 55.0 (121)
17. Vacuum Cleaner 68.7 (57) 37.1 (43) 23.5 (4) 43.1 (104)
18. Central Heat 49.4 (41) 32.8 (38) 23.5 (4) 35.2 (83)
19. Dishwasher 8.4 (7) 6.0 (7) 5.9 (1) 6.8 (15)
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
Age ofHeads of Households and Spouses. As shown by Table 7, there
is a noticeable differential (distribution of age across races for the commun-
ity areas. The most evident feature of this age distribution is the fact that the
Indian households are headed by younger adults than either black or white
households. Looking at heads and spouses combined, 58.6 percent of the
Indian residents are under 35 while 30.6 percent of the white and only 9.4
percent of the black respondents fall in this age group. At the older end of
the age scale the black and the white households are composed similarly
(21.9 percent and 22.5 percent respeaively being 55 years or over), while
only 15.2 percent of the Indian adults fall in the 55 or over category.
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Table 6.—Employment status of Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac heads of house-
holds by race^
RACE
EMPLOYMENT White Non-white TOTALS
STATUS Indian Black
Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n)
FULL TIME 77.0 (60) 73.4 (83) 38.9 (7) 71.8 (150)
Self-employed 19.2 (15) 15.0 (17) 5.6 (1) 15.8 (33)
Salaried/Hourly 48.7 (38) 41.6 (47) 33.3 (6) 43.5 (91)
Seasonal 9.0 (7) 16.8 (19) 0.0 (0) 12.4 (26)
PART TIME 1.3 (1) 3.5 (4) 22.2 (4) 4.3 (9)
Continuous 0.0 (0) 1.8 (2) 0.0 (0) 1 (2)
Seasonal 1.3 0) 1.8 (2) 22.2 (4) 3.3 (7)
NOT EMPLOYED 21.8 (17) 23.0 (26) 38.9 (7) 23.9 (50)
Disabled 5.1 (4) 8.0 (9) 33.3 (6) 9.1 (19)
Retired 14.1 (11) 4.4 (5) 0.0 (0) 7.6 (16)
Other 2.6 (2) 10.6 (12) 5.6 (1) 7.2 (15)
TOTALS 100% (78) 100% (113) 100% (18) 100% (209)
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
Education ofHeads of Households and Spouses. The data suggest that
the educational attainment level for heads of households and spouses is low
in all households and especially low for nonwhite residents (Table 8).
Indian heads of households reflect the lowest educational level with 28.2
percent of this group indicating no formal education at all. Only a small
percent of the total sample indicated educational experiences beyond high
school (3.4 percent of the white, 0.5 percent of the Indian, and 3.1 percent
of the black respondents).
Correlates of Housing Condition
In order to obtain a better understanding of the relationship between
housing conditions and various other factors discussed above, some simple
statistical measures of correlation have been applied and the findings
graphically presented. It should be noted that the following graphs depict
simple relationships and that no statistical controls for a variety of potential
intervening variables have been attempted.
Housing Condition and Size of Family. Because family size (i.e.,
number of persons living in a household) and the number of persons per
room are very closely related, only findings for size of family relative to
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Mean House Condition Scores
High
Quality 2
j
White (r=. 03058)^
4
3.
Blacl((r=.4752)
Indian (r=. 20452*)
All Households (r=.21711**)
Low
Quality 5
1-2 3-4 5-6 7 +
Number of Persons in Household
Figure 5.- Mean house condition scores for Grand Caillou/Bobtown and DuJac by size
'Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
^Pearson correlation coefficients calculated from number of persons in households by mean
house condition scores. Positive correlation coefficients reflect negative associations.
*p<.05, **p<.01.
housing conditions are reported. These data are presented in Figure 5 by
race. When all residents are combined, family size is negatively correlated
to housing condition (r=0.2171 1 , p<0.01 ).^Thatis, as the size of families
increases, there tends to be a decrease in the quality of the dwellings. This
effect becomes diffused when race is controlled. As is shown in Figure 5,
the degree of association drops for each group with the Indian households
maintaining the only statistically significant correlation (r= 0.20452,
p<0.05) and the white households displaying essentially no correlation
r=0. 03058, p= n.s.). The data suggest that housing conditions tend to be
rated highest for three- to four-member families.
Housing Condition and Family Income. Although it would seem
likely that family income would have a direct impact on the condition of
housing, the findings presented in Figure 6 show that the relationship is
weak at best. When all groups are combined there appears to be very little
correlation between income and housing condition (r=— 0.08598,
p=n.s.). The results for each racial group suggest that only the black
"Because lower housing condition scores indicate higher quality housing, positive corre-
lation coefficients reflect negative associations and negative correlation coefficients reflect
positive associations.
of household and race.
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Mean House Condition Scores
Low
Quality 5 l_i i i i
1 2 3 4 5
Under $5,000- $10,000- $15,000- $20,000
$5,000 9,999 14,999 19,999 or more
Figure 6.- Mean house condition scores for Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac by in-
come category and race. ^
'Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
-Spearman correlation coefficients calculated from income categories by mean house
condition scores. Negative correlation coefficients reflect positive associations.
** p<.01
households are affected by income (r=0. 26357, p<.01). Because of the
small frequency of black households in the upper income brackets, statisti-
cal findings are inconclusive for this group.
Housing Condition and Age of Head of Household. The findings re-
garding the association between the age of heads of households and the
condition of housing are interesting. The combined sample results suggest
that age is negatively correlated to housing condition (r=0. 14512, p<.05),
that is, as the age of the head of the household increases, the quality of
dwelling decreases. This finding is largely due to the nonwhite residents in
the sample, as can be seen in Figure 7. While the white respondents show
almost no correlation between age and housing conditions (r=0.00499,
p= n.s.), the Indian dwellings definitely decline in quality with the age of
the head of the household (r=0. 29642, p<.01 ) as do the black dwellings
(r=0. 25384, p= n.s.). A probable reason for this decline, as mentioned
earlier, is the preponderance of mobile homes for younger residents. Be-
cause the quality of mobile homes tends to inflate the overall quality of
housing, it would follow that housing quality would decline as the age of
the resident increases.
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Mean House Condition Scores
High
Quality 2
White (r=. 00499)^
4
3
Blacl<(r=. 25384)
Indian (r=.29642**)
Low
Quality 5
All Households (r=. 14512*)
18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 +
Age of Heads of Households
Figure 7.- Mean house condition scores for Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac by age
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
^Pearson correlation coefficients calculated from age of heads of households by mean house
condition scores. Positive correlation coefficients reflect negative associations.
*p<.05, **p<.01.
Housing Condition and Education of Head of Household. The
findings for the relationship between educational attainment of heads of
households and dwelling conditions are reported in Figure 8. There is a
relatively high positive correlation between educational attainment and
condition of dwelling when all subjects are considered (r= -0.26996,
p<0.0001). Unlike previous relationships, however, this effect is most
predominant for the Indian households (r=-0. 26357, p<0.01) and the
white households (r= -0.22489, p<0.05). Educational attainment appears
to have little impact on housing condition for blacks in the sample
(r=0. 19048, p=n.s.) and is slightly negative in direction.
Subjective Factors Relative to Housing
Findings concerning residents' subjective responses to their living cir-
cumstances in the Dulac and Grand Caillou communities are reported in
this section. Two major subjective indicators are examined: satisfaction
with dwelling and preferences to move.
Satisfaction with Dwelling. The survey results indicate that residents
are by and large satisfied with their present dwellings. Although the
of heads of households and race.
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Mean House Condition Scores
High
Quality 2.0
3.0
4.0
Low
Quality 5.0
White (r=-.22489*)
Indian (r=-. 26357**)
Black (r=. 19048)
All Households (r=-. 26996'
I I
1-3 4-6 7-9 10-12
Years of Schooling for Heads of Households
College
Figure 8.- Mean house condition scores for Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac by
education of heads of households and race. ^
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
-Pearson correlation coefficients calculated from number of years of schooling of heads of
households by mean house condition scores. Negative correlation coefficients reflect
positive associations.
*p<.05, **p<.01, ****p<.0001.
responses tended to be quite positive across racial groups, white residents
were "very satisfied" with their houses about 20 percent more often than
nonwhite residents. The last three satisfaction categories have been col-
lapsed into "less than satisfied" for presentation in Table 9. Results forchi
square analysis reveal a statistically significant difference among races for
satisfaction with dwelling (X2 = 9.488, p<0.05).
Table 9.—Satisfaction of Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac residents with dwelling by
race^
RACE
Nonwhite
HOUSING White Indian Black TOTALS
SATISFACTION % (n) % (n) % (n) % (n)
Very Satisfied 65.9 (54) 46.6 (54) 35.3 (6) 53.0 (114)
Satisfied 25.6 (21) 35.3 (41) 52.9 (9) 33.0 (71)
Less Than Satisfied 8.5 (7) 18.1 (21) 11.8 (2) 14.0 (30)
TOTALS 100.0 (82) 100.0 (115) 100.0 (17) 100.0 (215)
X2=9.488, DF= 4, p<0.05.
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
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Preferences to Move. When asked if they would move if better dwelling
were provided, about half of the residents answered "no" (51.2 percent,
Table 10), supporting the observation that residents tend to be satisfied
with their housing. As with the satisfaction findings, white residents were
more likely to prefer their present dwellings (63.8 percent) than Indian
(47.4 percent) or black (17.7 percent) residents. Results of chi square
analysis reveal that the differences are statistically significant
(X2= 14.625, DF=4, p<0.01; Table 10).
Correlates of Satisfaction with Dwelling
Similar to the exploration of various factors potentially related to hous-
ing conditions, findings regarding relationships between certain household
variables and residents' satisfaction with their dwelling are explored.
Specifically findings are presented for the relationship between house
satisfaction and family size, income, age, and educational attainment level
of heads of households. It should be kept in mind that the overall satisfac-
tion rate is relatively high and the variance is small.
Family Size and Satisfaction with Dwelling. The data shown in Figure
9 indicate that the impact of the size of a resident's family upon subjective
responses to the dwelling unit is negligible. Findings for the combined
sample and for the racial groups separately reveal no statistically signifi-
cant correlations. It is interesting to note that the Indian residents' assess-
ment of their dwellings tend to slightly decline with size of family just as it
was found earlier that housing conditions for Indian households declined
with family size (Figure 5).
Table 10.—Preferences of Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac residents to move by
race^
WOULD YOU MOVE IF A BETTER
DWELUNG WERE PROVIDED?
YES
RACE
NO In or Near This Community Elsewhere TOTALS
Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n) Percent (n)
White 63.8 (51) 20.0 (16) 16.25 (13) 54.5 (116)
Nonwhite
Indian 47.4 (55) 29.3 (34) 23.30 (27) 37.5 (80)
Black 17.7 (3) 35.3 (6) 47.10 (8) 8.0 (17)
TOTALS 51.2 (109) 26.3 (56) 22.50 (48) (100.0) (213)
X2= 14.625, DF=4, p<0.01.
'Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
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Mean Satisfaction with House Scores
Very
Satisfied 5.0.
White (r=-. 04681)^
Satisfied 4.0.
W
B
Indian (r=0. 14489)
Black (r=-. 04315)
Neutral 3.0,
All Households (r=-. 11376)
1-2 3-4 5-6 7 +
Number Persons in Household
Figure 9.- Mean satisfaction with house scores for Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
-Pearson correlation coefficients calculated from number of persons reported in households
by mean scores for satisfaction with house.
Income and Satisfaction with Dwelling. The findings indicate that
family income level has very little impact on housing satisfaction. The
correlation coefficients presented in Figure 10 are based upon absolute
income, as opposed to income categories, reflecting very low levels of
correlation between satisfaction and income. These findings tend to cor-
respond with the relationships found between income and housing condi-
tions shown in Figure 6.
Satisfaction with Dwelling and Age of Head of Household. Several
observations can be made about the relationship between age of the head of
household and satisfaction with dwelling (Figure 11). Overall, there is a
tendency for age to be positively correlated with housing satisfaction
(r=. 21877, p<.01). The white residents of the communities sampled
reflect a rather strong relationship between age and satisfaction (r= .35277,
p<.01) while the findings for Indian residents reveal very little relationship
(r=. 15844, p=n.s.). Conversely, the black respondents tend to be less
satisfied with their dwelling as age increases (r=. 33948, p=n.s.). Recall-
ing the relationships shown between age of head of household and housing
condition (Figure 7), the satisfaction patterns are quite dissimilar to the
by size of family and race.
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Mean Satisfaction with House Scores
Very
Satisfied 5.0 j
\ / Black ^
Indian (r=-. 17996)^
White (r=-. 05053)
Satisfied 4.0
.
Relatively
Neutral 3.0.
All Households (r=-. 08687)
Under
$5,000
$5,000- $10,000- $15,000- Over
9.999 14,999 19.999 $20,000
Annual Family Income
Figure 10.- Mean scores for satisfaction with house by Grand Caillou/Bobtown and
Dulac residents by annual income and race. ^
'Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
^Pearson correlation coefficients calculated from reported family income by mean scores
for satisfaction with house.
^Insufficient data are available for black household incomes to calculate correlation coeffi-
cients.
condition patterns. That is, while the condition of housing tends to be
negatively related to age for Indian residents, satisfaction does not seem to
be affected by age. On the other hand, our data indicate that the condition of
white dwellings is not related to age, while age seems to be related to
subjective responses to housing. Data for the black residents are consistent
for the two sets of relationships; the condition of housing, as well as
satisfaction with housing, tends to decline with age of the head of house-
hold (although the correlation coefficients are not statistically significant
for either relationship).
Satisfaction with Dwelling and Education of Head of Household.
The relationship between level of education and resident satisfaction with
housing is depicted by Figure 12. Although the correlation coefficient for
this relationship for the total sample is negligible, when race is taken into
account there is a distinct negative correlation for white respondents, as
compared to positive correlations for the nonwhite respondents. These
findings are especially interesting in the context of the findings for the
relationship between housing condition and education of head of household
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Mean Satisfaction with House Scores
Very
Satisfied 5.0
Satisfied 4.0
Relatively
Neutral 3.0
White (r=. 35277")
Indian (r=. 15844)
Black (r=. 33948)
All Households (r=.21877'*)
' ' * '
18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-Over
Age of Heads of Households
Figure 11.- Mean scores for satisfaction with house of Grand Caillou/Bobtown and
Dulac residents by age of heads of households and race. ^
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
-Pearson correlation coefficients calculated from age of heads of households by mean scores
for satisfaction with house.
*p<.05. **p<.01.
Mean Scores for Satisfaction with House
All Households (r=-. 00823)
II I I I I
0 1-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 College +
Years of Schooling for Heads of Households
Figure 12.- Mean scores for satisfaction with house by Grand Caillou/Bobtown and
Dulac residents by education of heads of households and race. ^
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976
^Pearson correlation coefficients calculated from number of years of schooling of heads of
households by mean satisfaction with house.
*p<.05, **p<.01.
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(Figure 8) which depicted a positive relationship, especially for white and
Indian households. It appears that while educational attainment is posi-
tively related to housing conditions for white residents, it is at the same
time negatively related to subjective assessments of housing conditions.
Educational attainment for Indian and black residents appears to result in
more positive reactions to housing. One factor accentuating the impact of
educational attainment is the observation that the college educated resi-
dents (of which there are no nonwhite respondents) are by far the most
negative relative to housing satisfaction.
Housing Condition and Satisfaction with Dwelling. A central concern
of this research has been the exploration of the relationships between
subjective and objective aspects of housing. The condition of a resident's
dwelling would seem to be very closely related to satisfaction with hous-
ing. However, our data suggest that this relationship is weak for those
interviewed in the Dulac and Grand Caillou/Bobtown areas (Figure 1 3). No
statistically notable relationship exists between the objective condition of
housing and the resident's satisfaction with housing for the total sample or
for any of the racial subgroups. These findings are congruent with our
earlier observations which revealed little relationship between objective
aspects of living environments and subjective responses.
Satisfaction with House
Very
Satisfied 5.0
Satisfied 4.0
.
Neutral 3.0 .
Delapidated Poor
House Condition
Fair Good
Figure 13.- Condition of housing of Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac by mean scores
for satisfaction with house and race. ^
^Source: Survey by authors, 1976.
-Pearson correlation > coefficients calculated from house condition scores and mean scores
for satisfaction with house.
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Informal Observations Relative to Housing. As mentioned earlier, a
number of residents were informally interviewed in their homes. Although
not amenable to quantification, this method provided relevant insights
concerning the nature of resident orientations toward housing and
supplemented data gathered from the structured interviews. Perhaps the
most notable observation made by the researchers was the high standards of
upkeep and cleanliness of the interiors of the dwellings, observations
which were not always apparent from the outward condition of the dwel-
lings. This observation tended to hold across racial groups.
Another factor worthy of mention was especially notable among the
Indian residents. This is that there exists a strong sense of identity with the
communities. The basis of this identity appears to be mainly tied to kinship
patterns. It was repeatedly found that Indian residents could name virtually
every Indian family in the area and could specify how each was related to
the other. It was apparent that the strong preferences (as shown in the
survey ) to remain in the immediate vicinity are largely influenced by these
local ties.
Summary of the Findings
1
. The overall quality of housing as determined by the procedures used
in this study is substantially lower than the quality of housing for the
six-parish region or for Terrebonne Parish as assessed by the South Central
Planning and Development Commission (1975). This observation is true
for both white and nonwhite dwellings, but the quality of nonwhite dwel-
lings is markedly lower than white dwellings in the two communities.
2. The presence of a high percentage of mobile homes in the com-
munities tends to upgrade the overall quality of housing. While nearly all of
the mobile homes were rated in the standard category, a much lower
percentage of frame houses were rated in this category. This effect is much
more marked for the nonwhite households than for the white households
because most of the mobile homes are owned by nonwhite families.
3. Although the level of crowding is high for households in the target
communities, the data indicate that there is not much difference between
the communities studied and the region as a whole. The nonwhite house-
holds reflect a much higher level of crowding than the white households
largely because the nonwhite families tend to be larger than white families.
4. Based upon those reporting their income, the black households have
substantially lower incomes than either Indian or white households. The
"The importance of family and kinship ties has been substantiated by others (Fisher,
1968; Stanton, 1971; and Roy, 1959)
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difference between Indian and white income levels is greatest in the upper
brackets where 21 percent of the white households reported making over
$15,000 in the last year while only 12 percent of the Indian households
reporting incomes were in this category.
5. White households were found to possess a greater number of
house-related conveniences than nonwhite households. However, very few
families of any racial identity lack those items which can be considered to
be most essential for everyday living (i.e., electricity, cooking range,
piped water, refrigerator). Indian households possessed the fewest con-
venience items of the three groups surveyed.
6. Employment of heads of households for the two communities is
about 72 percent. White heads of households account for the greatest
proportion in the full time employed category. There were 73.4 percent of
the Indian and 38.9 percent of the black heads of households who reported
full time employment. Only 2.6 percent of the white heads of households
reported being unemployed and neither disabled nor retired, while 10.6
percent of the Indian and 5.5 percent of the black heads of households
reported this status. One third of the black heads of households reported
being unable to work because of disabilities.
7. Indian heads of households and spouses tend to be younger than
either black or white heads of households and spouses. The greatest
number of Indian adults falls in the 25 to 34 year-old category while the
white adults are fairly evenly distributed across the 25 to 34, 35 to 44, and
45 to 54 year-old categories and most black adults are in the 35 to 44 age
category.
8. The education level of heads of households and spouses is low for
all groups. No formal education is reported by 10.2 percent of white adults,
18.8 percent of black adults , and 21.3 percent of the Indian adults . Within
each racial group males tend to have had less educational experience than
females. This pattern is especially marked for the Indian respondents.
9. The condition of housing appears to be related to family size only
for Indian households. As the family size increases there is a noticeable
tendancy for the quality of Indian dwellings to decline.
10. There is no evident relationship between the quality of housing and
the level of income for all residents surveyed. Although the findings show a
statistical relationship for black family income and housing condition,
there are an insufficient number of families in the upper income levels to
allow confident conclusions concerning this observation.
1 1 . Educational attainment appears to be related to the objective condi-
tion of housing for Indian and white households but not for black house-
holds. Higher educational levels of heads of households for these two
groups is associated with higher quality of housing.
12. Overall, there is a relatively high level of satisfaction with housing
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conditions among the respondents. Despite this high level of satisfaction,
statistical analysis suggests that nonwhite respondents are significantly less
satisfied than white respondents.
13. Similar to the findings for satisfaction with dwelling, a large percen-
tage of the respondents reported that they would not move from their
present dwellings if given the opportunity. The black respondents were
most likely, the Indian respondents were next most likely, and the white
respondents were least likely to report such preferences.
14. The data indicate that family size has little impact on satisfaction
with dwelling. The finding is opposed to the finding noted earlier that
family size and housing condition tend to be negatively related for Indian
households.
15. Family income and satisfaction with dwelling are not statistically
correlated. This is congruent with findings related to family income and
housing condition.
16. Age and satisfaction with dwelling are most highly correlated for
white residents. Older white residents tend to be more satisfied with their
housing circumstances than younger white residents. Conversely, Indian
residents tend to become less satisfied with their housing as age increases.
17. Level of education and satisfaction with housing appear to be
positively related for nonwhite residents while having a markedly negative
correlation for white residents. As noted earlier, education had no notice-
able impact on condition of housing.
18. Ahhough there is a tendancy for satisfaction with dwellings to be
positively associated with the condition of residences, the data reveal no
statistically significant associations for any of the racial subgroups.
Conclusions
The most salient observation concerning these findings is that the objec-
tive quality of housing definitely varies along racial lines. It is clear that
Indian and black residents in these communities live in dwellings which are
at least outwardly of lower quality than white dwellings in the com-
munities. This is reflected by a number of indicators including physical
appearance of dwellings, level of crowding, and the number of household
goods possessed by residents.
The question which thus demands attention is what is it about being a
member of a racial group that influences housing conditions. Two interre-
lated types of factors may shed some light on such a question. First,
structural or objective circumstances can set limits on resident behavior or
decisions regarding housing. That is, regardless of what persons may
prefer in terms of housing, there may exist constraints which override
preferences. Second, preferences or values themselves may influence
decisions relative to housing conditions. Racial identity, for example, may
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be associated with personal standards about what is considered to be
adequate or acceptable housing conditions and thus be reflected by the
physical state of housing. The effects of such factors are not easily de-
ciphered because of the multiplicity of variables which inevitably impinge
upon individual behavior and personal orientations. However, based upon
the findings of this study, probable factors related to housing conditions
in the Grand Caillou/Bobtown and Dulac community areas can be sug-
gested.
Several indicators in our findings which are associated with racial
identity suggest that circumstances beyond individual volition are impor-
tant factors in housing quality. Foremost in terms of available resources for
upgrading housing is family income. The data indicate that black and
Indian families are more likely to have lower incomes than white families.
Furthermore, because nonwhite families tend to be significantly larger than
white families, the economic resources available for housing would un-
doubtedly be proportionately reduced for nonwhite households. This con-
tention is supported by the strong negative correlation between size of
family and condition of housing, especially for Indian households (see
Figure 5). Racial differences in educational attainment level further sup-
port this observation. The low level of educational attainment for nonwhite
heads of households is very likely related to occupational mobility and
earning capacity.
Two characteristics of the geographical setting of the communities
which affect housing conditions should be reiterated. First, the fact that
outside firms own much of the land in the lower part of the area (especially
in Dulac, where the majority of Indian residents live) results in a situation
where many residents must lease the land upon which their dwellings stand
with no opportunity to own the land. Therefore, even though they own
their own homes, a substantial number of residents, especially Indian
residents, have no long-term assurance of being able to retain their homes.
Such circumstances undoubtedly would be important in any decisions to
invest resources, either by residents or outside agencies, for upgrading
housing quality.
The second geographical aspect relates to the peculiar topographical
characteristics of the area. Surrounded by salt marshes and bayous, many
homes are susceptible to periodic flooding. This has created problems—^for
example, with obtaining low interest federal loans because of insurance re-
quirements that housing be a minimum height above flood levels . Thus, not
only are structures likely to be damaged by natural elements, but outside re-
sources for repairs are unavailable.
'^See Fisher (1968) for a detailed discussion of the land ownership problems of the
Houma Indians.
30
The matter of personal values or orientations toward housing is more
difficult to assess. Even though the survey does not address this problem in
depth, some inferences can be made from the data. The level of satisfaction
with housing, although relatively high for all respondents, tends to be
lower for nonwhite than for white residents. It seems likely that this lower
level of satisfaction implies a concern with the quality of housing. The
findings relative to preferences to move to better dwellings in the area
follow this same pattern. However, the lack of correlation between housing
condition and satisfaction for any of the racial subgroups suggests that
satisfaction may be determined by factors other than the physical quality of
housing.
Based upon observations made during informal visits with residents, it
could be argued that orientations to upkeep and maintenance of housing do
not markedly differ among racial groups. As noted earlier, homes which
could be considered to be overcrowded or inadequate from external ap-
pearances, were kept clean and comfortable. Residents tended to be con-
cerned with the adequacy of their dwellings and demonstrated a certain
amount of pride in managing with what they had available. Because of the
strong desire to remain in their communities to be close to friends and
relatives, there was little indication of preferences to move to other com-
munities which might provide better housing.
In short, no evidence has been found that the variance in housing
conditions across race are due to major differences in personal orientations
toward housing. It appears that both white and nonwhite residents are
concerned about their housing and that external factors (i.e., land owner-
ship, geographical setting, economic resources, etc.) are major con-
tributors to variations in housing. The assessment of housing in these
communities, therefore, is more complex than concerns with the physical
quality of the dwellings. The interrelatedness of economic, cultural, and
geographical circumstances creates a situation whereby housing assess-
ments cannot be divorced from the uniqueness of the community setting.
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Appendix A
Measuring Housing Quality
The technique of assessing the physical quality of housing in this study is
based upon information from the Texas Department of Community Affairs
handbook Housing Data Collection (1973). This procedure was initiated in
an effort to overcome serious limitations in U.S. Bureau of Census at-
tempts to classify physical quality of housing as "standard," "deteriorat-
ing,' ' or "dilapidated . ' ' Such a semantic scheme proved to be so problema-
tic for field interviewers, since a number of considerations had to be
synthesized into one classificatory scheme, that the Census Bureau decided
to drop this classification for the 1970 census. Although other attempts at
classifying housing based upon semantic scales have been made, the Texas
housing study incorporated the use of photographs depicting 10 character-
istics of housing to be used as bases for evaluating housing quality. Three
photographs for each characteristic are arranged as a seven-point scale,
positioned at two, four, and six, respectively, permitting interpolation of
grading at points one, three, five, or seven. Field researchers are instructed
to score selected housing units on each of the 10 characteristics by match-
ing the photographs most nearly depicting the particular characteristic
being evaluated at each housing unit.
The advantages of this procedure are enumerated in the Texas handbook:
Use of this technique tended to overcome the most serious limita-
tions of the semantic scales. First, the pictorial scale used no words to
describe the quality of the characteristic being evaluated. Without
using words such as "standard" or "dilapidated," the field inter-
viewer needed only very limited training to be able to match what was
seen in a housing unit to the sample photographs — or else to
interpolate between two sample photographs on the scale.
Second, the pictorial scale did not require the field interviewer to
balance off-setting characteristics and make a summary judgment of
classification in a single, all-encompassing term. Instead, each of the
10 characteristics was scored independently, and a uniform weight-
ing procedure subsequently determined a composite score during the
data processing phase of the study.
Finally, the pictorial scale yielded a technique capable of use on a
broad scale at reasonable cost, since highly technical field personnel
are not required. Also, the technique is stable enough in its format to
permit replication of the study at different places or at later times for
purposes of comparative analysis. (Office of the Governor of Texas
and Texas Department of Community Affairs, 1974:8)
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The scores for each housing characteristic have been weighted according
to the weights developed by the Texas study. This procedure was used
because the Louisiana regional housing study applied the Texas weights
and comparability between findings in Louisiana was desired. Ideally, the
weighting scheme would be based upon the aggregate scores for each
separate study.
Due to the unique geographical setting of the communities in this study,
the scoring scheme was slighdy modified. The housing units in these
communities are located in linear patterns along bayous which results in
homogeneity of neighborhood appearance and property boundaries; there-
fore, these two characteristics were not included in the scoring procedures.
In order to arrive at scores comparable to the Texas and Louisiana results,
the weights of these two characteristics were summed and then divided by
eight. This was then added to each of the remaining eight characteristic
weights to proportionately increase the scores to the original range of
possible scale scores. Thus, the total score for each unit remains between
one and seven, where one is the highest possible quality score and seven is
the lowest. Table 1 1 presents the adjusted weights by characteristics.
Table 1 1 .—Table of weights
HOUSING ITEM ORIGINAL ADJUSTED WEIGHTS
WEIGHTS^ (Original Weight + .021)
1
.
Appearance of Neighborhood .086
2. Appearance of Boundary of Property .080
3. Appearance of Lawn and Shrubs .107 .128
4. Condition of Roof .121 .142
5. Condition of Exterior Wall Surfaces .122 .143
6. Condition of Porch and Front Entrywoy .117 .138
7. Condition of Door and Trim Around Doors .130 .151
8. Condition of Windows and Trim Around Windows .118 .139
9. Evidence of Electricity .057 .078
10. Evidence of Plumbing .062 .083
^Weighting used for the Regional Housing Study (South Central Planning and Development Commission,
1975).
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